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Lit appears that "staked" on line 15 of page 2 should be changed to "stacked". 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
admitted prior art as set forth at page 2, lines 1-16 of the specification. The admitted 
prior art teaches or suggests the basic claimed method of forming a RIM mold including 
(1) machining a material that is easily subjected to NC machining so that a skin material 
with a base for a product is prepared using skin data on the product, (2) preparing an 
outer frame around the machined skin material and positioning epoxy on the machined 
skin to prepare a lower mold, (3) releasing and inverting the lower mold after the epoxy 
has been completely cured, and performing NC machining on the released portion of 
the lower mold to prepare a thickness-defining portion on the inverted lower mold using 
one of wax or resin by means of machining for the thickness of the product, bosses and 
a rim, (4) preparing an upper mold by positioning epoxy on the machined surface 
wherein a thickness-forming portion is formed, and (5) removing the thickness-forming 
portion to thereby form a RIM mold. The admitted prior art teaches stacking of epoxy, 
but positioning epoxy by pouring, as in claims 1 , 3 and 4 is also well known and would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in order to place the epoxy in a 
desired location. 



Application/Control Number: 10/760,399 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1732 

While the admitted prior art teaches the forming of a model or mock-up from 
plywood, use of polystyrene for such purpose, as in claim 2, is also well known and 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art since it is also easily shaped. 
The admitted prior art illustrates epoxy in a horizontal state, as in claims 3 and 4, and it 
is submitted that poured epoxy would inherently cause the immersions of claims 3 and 
4. 

4. Applicant , s arguments filed November 2, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicant's arguments are considered to be moot by the 
examiner based on the revised ground of rejection introduced in this Office action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allan Kuhns whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1202. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:00 to 
5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on (571) 272-1 176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

(tout VJ^ 

ALLAN R. KUHNS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER fiO I™ 

7- (7-06 



